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Legislative Wrap Up
108th Congress

Jeff Hennie

MRF Vice President, Government Relations

On December 8, over two months past
the target adjournment date set a year
ago, the United States 108th Congress
officially adjourned. After theelections,
both bodiesof Congressreturnedto\Wash-
ingtontofinishupthefinal spendingbills
and cast thefinal votesonthelntelligence
ReformAct, thebiggestintelligenceover-
haul bill in 50 years.

In the 108th Congress, motorcyclists
saw alot of legislativenear misses. That' s
not all that unusual when it comesto the
USCongress. The TEA highway hill was
derailed late in the session. The HIPAA
bill was passed out of the Senate but
failed to make it through even the com-
mitteelevel ontheHouseside. Overall in
the 108th we won many small battlesand
suffered no big defeats.

Highway Reauthorization

A six-year reauthorization bill for fed-
eral highway and mass transit programs
was | eft stranded in a Senate-House con-
ferencewhen membersof Congresscould
not agree on how to distribute money to
state highway programs. The programs
have been running on a series of six
extensions, thelatest of which runsout on
May 31, 2005.

House Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture Chairman, Don Young (R-AK),
started the process by proposing a $375
billion, six-year reauthorization package
that would have been partially funded by
anincreaseinthefederal 18.4 cents-per-
galontax. The White House rejected the
package because of the tax increase, and
threatened toveto any bill withapricetag
of over $256 billion. Young's proposal
would haveraised gasanickel per gallon;
the price of a gallon of premium at the
time was $1.40.

DefyingWhiteHousevetothreats, both
chambers mustered veto-proof majori-
tiesto passversions of thebill calling for

amuch higher spending level than set by
the White House. The Senate took the
lead passing a $318 hillion dollar pack-
age in February. A couple of months
later, after Mr. Y oungwasforcedtoscale
back hisimpressivebill, theHousepassed
a$284 billion measure.

House and Senate confereesthen faced
two big challenges: agreeing on abottom
spending line, and satisfying so-called
“donor” states, which pay more to the
highway trust fund thanthey get back and
with the “donee” states which receive
more money than they contribute.

See CONGRESS on page 2

Reflections on Elections

Jeff Hennie

MRF Vice President, Government Relations

Now that thegreatest contest that comes
aroundevery four yearsisover, wecansit
back and take a close look at what hap-
pened. Thiselection mademerealizetwo
things. First, weliveinthegreatest coun-
try in theworld, hands down. How many
so closely divided countries can hold a
public election and not have it result in
riot? The fact that we are not taking aim
at our brothers and sisters because they
supported adifferent view isareal testa-
ment to the strength of the American
people. Second, Americaisstill aplaceof
dignity and pride. When a ticket com-
prised of two lawyers would rather con-
cedeavery closerace, than seetheel ection
drawnoutincourt, it confirmsmy faithin
our election system.

Rudolph Rides Again

Once again, the holiday season brought motorcyclists out in force to attend toy runs and
other events across the country to help people in need. Vinny Neumann, MRF Assistant Rep

for North Carolina, helped lead Santa’s sleigh.

While it was obviously a very good
night for Republicansit wasn't necessar-
ily as bad for Democrats as some folks
would have you believe. For the Bush
Cheney team to start taking up the rheto-
ric of mandates as Ronald Reagan did in
1984 is hardly fair. Carrying 30 or so
states and 51 percent of the popular vote
is not exactly the same as Reagan’s 49
states and 59 percent of the vote; but |
digress.

Bush does have something a Reagan
did not: an almost true Executive, Legis-
lative and Judicial majority. Something
of a Republican juggernaut has been
amassing in Washington over the past ten

See ELECTIONS on page 3

MRF Welcomes New
Office Manager

Karen Bolin
MRF President

The MRF is pleased to welcome Sarah
Muckenhoupt asthenew Office M anager
in Washington D.C. beginning the first
weekinJanuary. Sarah, anendorsedrider,
is an experienced office manager, with
outstanding organizational credentials. A
graduate of Providence College, Sarah
went on to a Masters Degree from the
University of Toronto. Her love of art
brought her to Washington, D.C. Her
desiretowork for the motorcycling com-
munity brought her to the MRF.

Sarah will replace Lynn Oldenburg,
who accepted the position for “three
months” earlier this year. Lynn stayed
well beyond the three months she in-
tended, and can now go back to being
retired. Lynnwill remain avital member
of theMRFBoard, andwill continuetobe
the MRF Director of Products. The MRF
Board of Directors would like to thank
Lynn for her years of dedication to the
MRF, and for her exceptional contribu-
tion to the Washington DC office.
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EVERY Vote Counts!

Karen Bolin
MRF President

EugeneMcCarthy oncesaid, “Beingin
politicsislikebeing afootball coach; you
havetobesmart enoughtounderstandthe
game.” The first play from scrimmage
always begins with the vote. Citizens
have the right and obligation to cast a
ballot on election day. Those of us who
work issues through state legislatures or
Congressunderstandthefifty percent plus
onetheory: thenumber of votesit takesto
pass legislation. And those of us who
work campaignstoil to*“ get out thevote.”
A candidate needs us in November. We
need them in January. A tidy fact of life
all tied to “the vote.” Yet it istragic the
number of citizens, including those who
ride, who fail to exercise a gift of aright
on a Tuesday in November. | will never
understand it.

My personal favorite of useless ex-
cuses, andwe' veall heardit, is, “My vote
doesn’t count so why bother?” My an-
swer to that is the Washington state
governor’s race. As you know | livein
Washington State, and as | write thiswe
are in the middle of athird recount. We
have agovernor elect, but we don’t. The
opponent has not conceded. There were
times on election night when the two
candidateswereapart by only sevenvotes.
Thefinal tally produced awinner, by 261
votes. State law requires a machine re-
count in such cases. Round two put them
42 votes apart. Same winner. Now, as |
write this (in December), we are in the
middle of a third recount, by hand this
time, paid for by the party of the candi-
date who came out on the losing
end...twice. Thereare court battles, egre-

gious amounts of out of state money,
plenty of out of state lawyers, advisors,
“election experts’ and theilk populating
every county to ensure “every vote
counts.” It’s easy to get caught up in the
latest of which county is reporting what,
and who will bein court contesting what.
The simpletruth is, the “stay at homes,”
those people who did not vote, may ulti-
mately be responsible for the outcome.

My state has until January 12th to sort
thisout. That isinauguration day for the
next governor.

I would offer the next timeyou hear the
“my vote doesn’t count why bother” rou-
tine, skip the lecture about the sacred
right and duty of citizenship. Instead tell
that individual about agovernor’sracein
Washington State. Tell them about arace
with over threemillion ballotscast witha
final decision determined by amargin of
single ballots.

Editor’s note: In the small town of
Antelope, Oregon, the 2004 vote for City
Council Member was tied 12 to 12 and
had to be settled by a flip of the coin. It's
a different extreme but the value of one
vote remains the same!

CONGRESS from page 1

From Swim Caps to Helmets

Sylvan Lynn Oldenburg
MRF Products Director

Back in the mid 60s, | was moved from
one side of the country to the other a few
times with my family, due to my father

being in the Air Force.

What doesthat have to do with motorcy-
cling? Thetale goes like this.

When | first learned to swim it wasin a
very cold little lake in northern Maine.
Then we moved to California, where my
threeyounger sistersand | continuedtaking
Red Crossswimming lessons, but thewater
was indeed much warmer.

Then we moved back east to Mainefor a
shortwhilebeforeendingupat Dover A.F.B.
for acoupleof years. My sistersand | were
still doing swimming lessons, but at the
base pool.

One day | went home from the pool and
asked my father why we had to wear swim
caps. Dad said to me something like, “I
didn’t maketherule, | don’t know why you
havetowear them, and | can’t changeit. Go
ask someone who can do something about
it.”

So, | did. | went back to the pool and
asked the lifeguard; he didn’'t know why

Republicans conferees coalesced
around a final figure of $299 billion,
which according to House Ways and
M eans Chairman Thomas, would be sup-
ported by the White House.

Despite seemingly wide spread agree-
ment on $299 billion, House and Senate
negotiators could not agree on aformula
toresolvethe®donor vs. donee” problem.
Senate Democrats also refused to settle
for $299hillion, standing behind the $318
billion package. The Highway hill died
on the table when Congress adjourned.

Looking Forward

Inthenext Congress, ChairmanY oung,
with one full term left at the helm of the
powerful House Transportation and In-
frastructure, will likely try to exceed the
$299 billion compromise package that
was |eft in the 108th. Thereisageneral
agreement among the negotiators that
without the pressures of a Presidential
election they should be able to reach an
agreement before the current deadline of
May 31, 2005 when the extension runs
out.

Motorcycle Awareness
Month

OnApril 28,2004, wesaw asignificant
victory in the Senate when they passed
Senate Resolution 168, designating May
asMotorcycle Safety Month. Theresolu-
tion, introduced by Senator Ben
Nighthorse Campbell (R-CO), statesdthat
the US Senate agreed with riders that
May ought to be the official motorcycle
safety month. Marilyn Musgrave (R-CO)
introduced the House companion bill,
House Resolution 614, but it was never
sent to the House floor for consideration.

HIPAA
Thelegidationto closetheloopholein
the Health Insurance Portability and Ac-

countability Act saw some movement in
the waning days of the 108th Congress.

Thelegidlation prohibitsagroup health
plan or health insurance issuer from de-
nying benefits provided for the treatment
of an injury, solely because such injury
resulted from the participation in alegal
form of transportation.

The Senate bill, S. 423, unanimously
passed the US Senatein theearly hoursof
November 21, 2004. The Senate spon-
sors, Susan Collins (R-ME) and Russ
Feingold (D-WI) worked tirelessly to get
the bill passed.

The House companion bill, HR 1749,
had 177 cosponsors and they were uni-
formly bipartisan. But despiteanimpres-
sivenumber of cosponsors, it never made
it through vetting in the committee pro-
cess. The bill’s two sponsors, Scott
McCinnis (R-CO) and Ted Strickland
(D-OH) are both invaluable champions
of motorcyclists; however, only
Strickland will be returning for another
tour of duty in the 109th Congress.
McCinnishasdecidedtoend hiscareerin
Congress after 12 years, to spend more
time with his family.

Both bills will be reintroduced in the
coming Congress.

The MRF remains committed to you,
theriders, putting your legislative priori-
ties on the front burner of the US Con-
gress. We thank every individua and
SMRO who contacted federal legislators
on behalf of motorcyclists. Whether it
was in person in DC, over the phone,
through the mail, on the computer or in
your hometown it all makesadifference
when it comes to making the national
voice of riders heard loud and clear in
Washington DC. Thanks also for your
contributions to MRFPAC. The 109th
Congress will begin serious business
shortly after the Presidential inaugura-
tion on January 20th. Welook forward to
seeing you in Washington in 2005.

and sent me to the pool manager’s office,
where | again asked, “Why?’

| was told it was to keep hair out of the
drains.

| went home and told the reason to my
father. He proceeded to take all four of his
children, al girls, straight over to base
commander’s office. We four stood there
while dad asked him why did hisdaughters
havetowear swim capsandtheboysdidn’t,
if the rule was there to prevent hair from
clogging the drains?

After all, he said, “The boys have hair
clear down to the cracks of their ass, while
my girls all have short hair that barely
coverstheir ears.”

The commander told my father that he
couldn’t explain that one to him, but he’'d
certainly look intoit for him. And wewere
marched out of the office and headed for
home.

The very next time we went back to the
pool, | noticed that the rules had been
changed! Not word one about swim caps
was posted!

That's how | became an activist, many
longyearsago. | still don’t wear aswim cap
and | don’t want to wear a helmet now.

My dad taught me to not sit around,
bitching and moaning about rules or laws |
don't like. Get up and find out who hasthe
power to make a change.

I’ ve been working for freedom of choice
and change ever since. And | tell thetale of
the swim cap every now and again to some-
one who | hear complaining, yet never
seems to take action to correct awrong or
make a change. If you can’t ask the ques-
tion, and keep asking until you get the
answer, nothing will ever change.
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years and now it has realized near total
control. The question is, what will they
do with it?

Isittimetolay partisan bickeringtothe
side? This motorcyclist hopes so, but |
think we all know that won'’t be the case.
The Democratic party will be looking
down every parliamentary avenue to de-
rail any legislation that haslarge Repub-
lican support, just asthe Republicansdid
during their 40 yearsin the minority. Do
not expect any loveto be gained between
the parties. Washington isnot any kinder
or gentler since November third and it
won't be any better in four more years.
It's just not possible when you have a
suchaclosely divided country, especially
when both sideshaveal ot of good people
with alot of good ideas.

Bush does have limits to his power,
specifically Iraqand thedeficit. Thewar
inlragwill continueto beamain priority
for Bush, as he has stated many times;
however this diverts time and resources
from other, mainly domestic, issues. The
deficit continuesto disgruntlethe conser-
vative base Bush constantly looks to for
support. They want the deficit gone, so
thistoo will limit spending, again mainly
indomesticarenas. Theseproblemswould
have been main issues no matter who
won.

Onthe Supreme Court, it lookslikewe
may see up to three or even four judges
lookingto retire. Chief Justice Rhenquist
is undergoing treatment for thyroid can-
cer right now. The Senate must confirm
all Supreme Court nominations. That's
an easy task to accomplishif you have 60
solid votes, but the Republicanshavejust
55. If the Demacrats stand united asthey
haveinthepastitwill bevery difficult for
Bushto appoint any onewhoisviewed as
too conservative.

Bush will have to make some tough
decisions on his second-term agendathat
he avoided during the campaign. If heis
serious about overhauling Social Secu-
rity by adding private savings accounts,
hewill haveto endorseaspecificplanand
figure out how to cover as much as $3
trillion in transition costs.

The same goesfor his proposal to sim-
plify the tax code. Bush has not said
whether hefavorsaflat tax or aconsump-
tion or sales tax, al of which would be
controversial and alienate asizable num-
ber of Republicans.

Several things will have to be accom-
plished next year regardless of the
president’ s agenda.

Congress will need to send Bush an-
other supplemental spending bill to fund
operations in Iraq and Afghanistan. The
cost will depend on how many troopswill
be on the ground and how much equip-

ment will need to be replaced, but con-
gressional aideshaveindicated that Bush
may request as much as $70 billion.

Lawmakerswill also haveto facereau-
thorization of parts of the anti-terrorism
law known asthe PATRIOT Act. Several
of itsprovisionsexpireat theend of 2005,
and the effort to renew them is sure to
provoke much moredebatethan occurred
when the law was enacted in 2001. Both
Democrats and Republicans have raised
concerns about its impact on civil liber-
ties.

Bush has asked Congress to reautho-
rize the law and expand it, calling it a
critical tool that has been used to stop
terrorist activitiesin several states. But he
could runinto problemswith some of his
Republican colleagues, including Sena-
tor Craig (R-1D), who has introduced a
bill to rewrite the law to include greater
civil liberties protections.

Congressional Changes

The United States Senate makeup
changed much moredrastically than any-
onepredicted. TheRepublicansincreased
their majority from 51 seats to 55. The
Senate is not only more Republican but
al so more conservative than the previous
Republican majority. The new Senators
in the 109th Congress will include Tom
Coburn of Oklahoma, Jm DeMint of
South Carolinaand David Vitter of Loui-
siana, all strong conservatives who will
probably resist any efforts to compro-
mise on ideological principles.

One of the closest, most watched races
in the country was the contest in South
Dakota between former GOP Rep. John
Thune and Senate Minority Leader Tom
Daschle. John Thune and the Republican
party wereableto unseat the once mighty
Daschle; Republicans are finding almost
as much joy in winning this race as the
Presidency itself. Someinsiderssay Re-
publicans will have an easier time with
the new leader, probably Harry Reid (D-
NV), thanthey ever had with Daschleand
his seemingly obstructionist tactics.

The Senate outlook for the next con-
gress pertaining to motorcyclists' rights
looksdownright great. Wemay havelost
the motorcycling Senator Campbell but
wegained or retained just about all of our
supporters. Senator LisaMurkowski, who
had a very close race, was able to pull it
out and win. With everything she has
done for motorcycle safety in her brief
first years in the Senate, her return to
Washington will be welcomed with open
arms by the MRF.

Tom Coburn (R-OK) who bested Brad
Carson has been a long time supporter
sincehisdaysintheUSHouseand hasthe
full support of ABATE OK. Richard Burr
(R-NC) defeated former Clinton White
House aide Erskine Bowles in the open

seat race to replace former presidential
nominee John Edwards. Mr. Burr has
been friendly to motorcyclists since his
daysintheUSHouse. RussFeingold (D-
WI1) the lead democratic sponsor for our
HIPAA legislation, easily coasted to re-
election.

House of Representatives

The Republicans increased their ma-
jority in the House, just as in the Senate.
There were very few surprises when it
came to the our supporters, with the ex-
ception being the loss of Phil Crane (R-
IL). Mr. Crane, a17-termincumbent and
longtimesupporter of ABATE of IL, was
defeated by newcomer MelissaBean (D-
IL).

In the race to succeed Scott McCinnis
(R-CO), Democrat John Sal azar wascho-
sen to represent the southern Colorado
district. Mr. Salazar never returned our
guestionnaire but on his campaign web-
site he pledges to “keep government out
of our lives.” | like the sound of that.

In upstate New Y ork, John “Randy”
Kuhl defeated SamaraBarend (D) to suc-
ceed theretiring Amo Houghton (R). Mr.
Kuhl was a speaker at BEAST this year
and has been honored by ABATE of NY
for being a motorcycle friendly legisla-
tor. Now heisin Congress. Enough said.

Asfor all of our other supporters, we
can rest easy. Every single member of
Congress that has signed onto the MRF
motorcycleletter tothe confereeswasre-
€l ected to another term. Not only that, but
our biggest supportersall won an invita-
tion back to Washington for two more
years. Stevel aT ourettebeat relativenew-
comer Capri Cafaro by a solid margin.
Peter Defazio (D-OR) trounced hisoppo-
nent; Mr. DeFaziooriginatedaletter along
with Mr. Latourette asking for support of

the language in the highway bill. Don
Y oung (R-AK) ran unopposed; heis our
main supporter of the MRF language in
thehighway bill. | wouldliketothink that
presence of bikers on these campaigns
helped all of these outstanding peopleget
back in Congress.

Governors Races

Perhaps the one arena that is not a
Republican victory could be the gover-
nors' races. Out of 11 raceseach party has
won five and one race still has yet to
declare awinner.

The Washington State race is of great
interest to the MRF and motorcyclistsin
that state, The Republican, Dino Rossi is
alongtime friend of Washington motor-
cyclists, including our own MRF Presi-
dent, Karen Bolin. As of press time the
ballots were being counted for a third
time, and election procedures in King
County were under scrutiny.

A motorcyclist from the state of Indi-
anawasel ected Governor: Mitch Daniels
(R-IN) along time ABATE of IN sup-
porter, ousted the incumbent 53 to 46
percent.

Will we see Democrats and Republi-
cans join together as never before? Will
the country fill the partisan rift that is
deepeningdaily hereinWashington?Will
Bush reach out and embrace democrats
and their ideas?

Theanswer to al of theses questionsis
no. No, we will not see R's and D’s
walking hand in hand from the Capitol.
No, we will not see this President wel-
coming Democrat ideas. What we will
see is a continued effort on behalf of
motorcyclists across the country by the
MRF to keep our liberties to ourselves
and our roads as safe asthey can beat the
same time. That much | can assure you.

A look at the numbers:
The 109th Congress

House Senate
AVEIA0C A0 .....eeeeeveeieeereeeee e 48 ........... 50
NUMDEr Of WOMEN ..o 8 0
Number of African AMEriCans. ........ccovveveereereriieseeseesenne R 1
Number of HiSpaniCs.......cccoveeiieie e 2 i, 2
NUMDEr Of [AWYEN'S ..o 11, 4
Number with military Service......cccooevvevevieie e 8 1
Number of medical dOCLOrS .........cceveeveeieeiiereee e 2 e, 1
Number with advanced degrees...........ccocvveverenenenennns 24 ... 7
Number who defeated incumbents ..., T 1
Number who held previous elected office........................ 27 e, 9
Number who have run for Congress before........................ S I 7
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Around the USA

IOWA
Tim Nelson
ABATE of lowa

We have no permanent friends and no
per manent enemies—only permanent in-
terest.

Well, well, well—the election results
arein and the lowa Senate is now evenly
split with 25 Republicans and 25 Demo-
crats. What this means to the motorcy-
clists of lowa remains to be seen. | was
disappointed to see our friends Neil
Schuerer and Brian Sieverslosetheir bids
for reelection.l hope the logjam created
by neither party having a majority will
offset their loss, and prevent any hare-
brained legislation from seeing the light
of day. The Republicans have retained
themajority intheHouse, theGovernoris
still a Democrat, and it should be an
interesting couple of years in the lowa
Statehouse.

ABATE of lowa has gone to great
lengths to ensure that we are recognized
asabipartisan organization, and we have
been assured by the leadership of both
partiesthat they agreewith our viewpoint
regarding a mandatory helmet law.

ABATE of lowahasareputationin the
statehousefor political savvy that setsthe
bar for how agrassroots political organi-
zation should be run; however weare not
without our critics. Therehavebeenclaims
by somein the mediathat we are simply
“bullies.” Others think we have been so
accustomed to having our way (after all
it sbeenten yearssince anyone hasmade
a serious attempt to introduce a motor-
cycle helmet law in lowa) that we have
grown complacent and are ripe for the
taking, so to speak.

In February, we will have an opportu-
nity to introduce ourselves to the first
meeting of the81st lowaGeneral Assem-
bly during our 2005 Lobby Day, and
remind our elected official sthat our repu-
tation iswell deserved.

On Friday, November 12, concerned
motorcyclistsrolled into Newton, |A for
ABATE of lowas annua “STEAM”
(Seminar To Educate And M otivate) con-
ference. Fellow legislative committee
member and good friend Jodi Cain and |
did a couple of workshops on how the
legislativeprocessworksand how wecan
influence it. A couple of the things we
tried to stressiswhat alengthy processit
isfromabill’ sintroductiontoits passage
into law, how significant it is to prevent
unfavorable legisation from making it
out of the committee process, and how
important it isto establish good relation-
ships with our legislators.

Afewyearsagoat lowaSTEAM, | was
asked to write my first column for the
MRF Reports about what was happening

in lowa. On the way home | had abso-
lutely noideawhat thehell | wasgoingto
write about because | couldn’t think of a
damn thing that ever happened here! To
my recollection, thelast time helmet | eg-
islation was introduced | wasn’t even an
ABATE member yet. But then | started
talking to folks like State Coordinator
Steve Rector and lobbyist Mark Maxwell
andrealized that ideasfor unfriendly leg-
islation were brought to the legislature
quiteoften, but because of therapportand
relationshipwehavein DesMoines, those
ideas never get any farther than the com-
mitteeprocess. It’ sthetimeand effort put
into establishing the relationships that
makeit appear that nothing ever happens
here. | ended my first column with the
line, “There’'s a whole lot going on in
lowato makesurethereain’t much going
oninlowa”

On Saturday, December 4, | rolled west
headed for ABATE of lowa’s“Freedom
Hall.” With the mercury resting in the
mid 20s, | smiled to myself as | flipped
the switch to energize my new Gerbings,
thankful for the dry weather forecast. At
thetop of our list for discussionwould be
thelowaCounty AttorneysAssociation’s
(ICAA) responseto our appeal for assis-
tance regarding the penalties, or lack
thereof, associated with thosewho injure
or kill asaresult of aright of way viola-
tion. | was honored to have the opportu-
nity to make a presentation before the
ICAA’slegidativeseminar thispast Sep-
tember and pleased that they have in-
formed usthat theissuewill beapriority
for them during the upcoming year and
have scheduled further meetings to seek
our input. During the 175 mileride home
throughthepre-winter chill, thenew elec-
tric socks and gloves kept my exterior
digits warm while the pride of accom-
plishment and membership in an organi-
zation that truly knows how to be
successful and protect the rights of mo-
torcyclists warmed me to the core.

MASSACHUSETTS

Paul W. Cote
MMA Director of Gov't Relations
978-388-3629

Sen. Docket 2652  Motorcycle Li-
ability Insurance— An Act to allow own-
ers of motorcycles to ‘opt out’ of the
present fix & establish system and go to
competitivemarket (asownersof antique
auto were allowed in 1998)

TheMMA wantsto“fire” theCommis-
sioner of Insurance and have motorcycle
insurance leave the“ conventional” man-
datory, state controlled system; and es-
tablish acompetitivesystem of their own.

The MMA cites the success of the an-
tique auto program, now being under-

written by both traditional insurance car-
riers, and a dedicated market, that boasts
competitive premiums.

The only problem with the dedicated
market isthat there are many restrictions
asto when aperson can use their antique
auto; specifically when they're going to
and from a show, to the shop for repairs,
weekends and holidays and for parades.

Here's a listing of the other bills cur-
rently being supported by the MMA.

Senate, No. 1363 Helmet Choice for
adult operators (21 and ol der).

House, No. 1363 “Motorcyclists Mat-
ter” bill to increase criminal and civil
penalties to motorists who violate the
right of way causing seriousbodily injury
(defined) or death to motorcyclists, bicy-
clists, and pedestrians.

Senate, No. 2385 Also seeks to shift
financial losses (medical expense and
loss wages) to ‘at-fault’ operator in ex-
cess of their liability coverage.

House, No. 289 Reduce tolls for mo-
torcycles (2 wheels vs. 4 wheedls, etc).

House, No. 1607 No banning motor-
cyclesonroadsconstructed or maintained
with public funds.

NEW Seasonal Traffic Congestion
Relief Act—Whentraffictraveling at less
than 10 mph, motorcyclesmay usebreak-
down and accesslanes, traveling at speed
not greater than 20 mph, yielding to dis-
abled and emergency vehicles.

NEW Bill to raise more money for
motorcycle safety, education and aware-
ness to reduce accidents and injuries.

MINNESOTA

Frank Ernst

Our second annual “Bikerday” at the
capitol is planned for January 20, 2005
and groupsincluding ABATE of Minne-
sota, MN Motorcycle Riders Associa-
tion, MN MotorcycleClub Coalition, and
St. Croix Valley Ridersinvite all motor-
cycling groups to help plan and partici-
pate in this event.

The major agenda this year includes
protecting rider education funding, legis-
lation designed to protect motorcycles
when they have been seized by law en-
forcement, and enhancing the penalties
for right-of-way violationsconsistentwith
the AMA’s “Justice For All” campaign.

Riders interested in joining the activi-
ties will meet at 8:45 am in the Capitol
rotunda. All activitiesarescheduledto be
concluded by 3:00 PM. In addition there
will befour chartered busesleaving from
Duluth, Mankato, Rochester, and St.
Cloudwith stopsalong theway to pick up
riders. For moreinformation contact Frank
Ernst at 952-474-9708 or visit
www.abtemn.org.

NEW MEXICO
CJ August
<cjandlarry@earthlink.net>

At the BEST of the West thisyear, the
New Mexico MotorcyclistsRightsOrga-
nizationreported that they wereconcerned
with the implications of potential DWI
legislation in the state. In the 2004 legis-
lative session, legislation very nearly
passed that would require that all new
vehicles sold in the state, including mo-
torcycles, be equipped with an ignition
interlock system. That is, youwould have
had to have passed a “breathalyzer” test
every time you started your bike! This
legislation was promoted by the gover-
nor, passed the House of Representa-
tives, and fortunately died on the state
senate floor the last day of thelegislative
session. In other words, it was amost a
state law.

In addition to the obvious intrusion of
personal freedoms, thisproposed legisla-
tion had serious implications for motor-
cyclists. The ignition interlock system
requires a“rolling test” — every 20 min-
utes, the operator of the vehicle would
haveto blow intothebreathalyzer to keep
the vehicle running. Can you imagine
how dangerous this would be for the
operator of amotorcyclel TheNMMRO
researched the issue, and eight out of ten
manufacturers of ignition interlock sys-
tems stated they would not install such a
system on a motorcycle due to liability
concerns. The other manufacturers said,
yes, anignitioninterlock system could be
installed on a motorcycle, but only on a
helmet.

The NMMRO was deeply concerned
that the governor’ sdesireto curtail DWI
in the state would lead to a mandatory
helmet law. This summer, the governor
created a task force to study the states
DWI problemand possible solutions. We
are happy to report that thetask force has
recommended to the governor solutions
other than ignition interlock systems for
al new vehicles in the state. They have
recommended that these systems only be
required for drivers with DWI convic-
tions.

The NMMRO will closely watch DWI
legislation that isintroduced in thelegis-
lative session that begins January 2005
and ends in March 2005. We encourage
all state MROs to keep an eye on DWI
legislation in their own states and see
how it affects motorcyclists.

OREGON
Ken Ray
Chair, BikePAC of Oregon
< consultken.com>
Senator Frank Shields has introduced



